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SUB J : SHIPPING: ADVANCE NOTICE ON FREIGHT RATE INCREASES 
REF: STATE 227255 AND QUITO 7162 

1. COMMANDER MOLINA GRIJALVA INFORMED CONGEN OCTOBER 30 THAT 
ECUADOREAN MERCHANT MARINE NOT RPT NOT CONCERNED OVER ANY SPE- 
CIFIC RATE INCREASE (OR DECREASE), NOR HAVE THEY HEARD OF ANY. 
LETTER WAS SIMPLY WAY TO REMIND CONFERENCE OF GOE S INTEREST IN 
BEING INFORMED IN ADVANCE OF PROPOSED CHANGES IN RATES INVOLVING 
COMMERCE WITH ECUDOR AS A COURTESY. HE SAID THIS WAS ONLY 
REASON FOR THE LETTER. HE COULD NOT RECALL REASON FOR ASKING 

SIX MONTH ADVANCE NOTICE, COMMENTING THAT THAT SEEMED UNECES- 
SARY. HE SAID. HOWEVER, HE WOULD CHECK IT OUT AND GIVE US A 
COMPLETE WRITTEN REPLY. HE SAID HE HAD RECEIVED SIMILAR QUERY 
FROM GRANCOLOMBIANA LINE (MIXED VENTURE ECUADOREAN-COLOMBIAN) 
WHO ALSO MEMBER OF CONFERENCE. 

2. ABOVE RESPONSE FROM MOLINA ESSENTIALLY CONFIRMED BY LOCAL 
PRUDENTIAL GRACE REP DAVE KINNEAR WHO HAS INFORMED CONFERENCE 
THAT NO SERIOUS QUESTION INVOLVED AND THAT GOE SIMPLY WANTS TO 
BE KEPT INFORMED IN FUTURE. 
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3. COMMENT: TRANSNAVE (ECUADOREAN MERCHANT MARINE) IS ALREADY 
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MEMBER OF EUROPEAN/SOUTH MAGELLAN/WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMER- 
ICA CONFERENCE. PRESS REPORTS A FEW MONTHS AGO, AT TIME 
TRANSNAVE JOINED EUROPEAN CONFERENCE, INDICATED THAT TRANSNAVE 
MIGHT EXPAND ACTIVITIES AND JOIN OTHER CONFERENCES, TOO, MAINLY 
AF/WCSAC. ALTHOUGH MOLINA WOULD NOT COMMENT TO EFFECT, 

THIS MAY ALSO BE REASON FOR THE LETTER. 

DEWITT 
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